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Cassandra Clare

the crocodiles lurking beneath the surface of the water knew the
meaning of a scream and a splash.

Yet, somehow; the llome of the Orphans of Aigon managed to
prevent most, if not all, of their charges from being devoured. Con-
sidering the usual fate of parendess children on tlle streem of the
citg these were good odds. A place at the Orfelinat was a covered
one.

Jolivet frowned and knocked again. The sound echoed, as if the
stones themselves were chiming. The granite fagade of the Flome
flowed out from the cliff's face, encircled by a single gray-green
wall. The Orfelinat did not sit atop the clifis but rather was part of
them.Ithad once been a fortress of sorts, backin the time of the old
Empire. In fact, the door upon which he was knocking was etched
with faded words in the old language of Magna Callatis. They
meant nothing to him. He'd never seen the point in knowing a lan-
guage no one spoke anyrnore.

The door swung wide. The woman on the other side, wearing
the blue and white of a Sister of Aigon, looked atJolivet with wary
recognition. "My apologies for the wait, Legate," she said. "I did
not know you'd be returning today."

Jolivet inclined his head politely. "sister Bonafilia," he said.

"Mty I enter?"

She hesitated, though Jolivet did not know why. The question
was merely a formality. If he wanted to enter the Orfelinat, there
was nothing she or any of the Sisters could do to prevent him.

"I thought," she said, "that when you came before, and then
left, it meant you had not found what you wanted here."

He looked at her more closely. Sister Bonafilia was a neat-
looking, small woman, with bony features and rough hands. Her
clothes were plain, many times washed and worn again.

"I came before to see what there was to see," he said. ,,I reported
my findings to the Palace. I am back on their orders. On the King,s
orders."

She hesitated a moment more, her hand on the doorpost. The
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Cassandra Clare

She did not saywhy, only urged them to amuse themselves. Kel had

no questions. Usually at this hour he would be at the washbasin,

scrubbing his face and hands with harsh soap in preparation for din-
ner. "A clean soul in a clean bod1z," Sister Bonafilia liked to say.

"Health is wealth, and I wish you all to be rich."
Kel pushed his hair back. It was getting long; soon enough, Sis-

ter Bonafilia would notice, seize him, and lop it off with kitchen
shears, muttering to herself. Kel didn't mind. He lnew she had a

special affection for him, as she often went out of her way to sneak

him tarts from the kitchen, and onlyyelled at him a little bit when
he was caught climbing the more dangerous rocks, the ones that
jutted out over the ocean.

"It's getting dark" Cas said, squinting up at the sky, which was

deepening to violet. Kel wished he could see the ocean from here.
It was the one thirg that never bored him, looking ar rhe sea. FIe'd
tried to explain it to Cas-how it always changed, was a different
color every day, the light slighdy altered-but Cas only shrugged
good-naturedly. He didnt need to understand why Kel did the
things he did. Kel was his friend, so it was all right. "What do you
thint they want us out here for, anyway?"

Before Kel could answer, two figures emerged from beneath the
archway that connected the walled garden to the main fortress. (Kel
always called it a fortress, not an orphanage. It was much more
dashing to live in a fortress than in a place you went because nobody
wanted you.)

One of the figures was Sister Bonafilia. The otherwas familiar to
most inhabitants of Castellane. A tall man, wearing a brass-buttoned
coat printed over the breast with the sigil of two arrows at odds with
each other. His boots and vambraces were studded with nails. He
rode at the head of the Arrow Squadron-the King's most highly
trained soldiers-as they paraded through the city on feast days or at
celebrations. The city folk called him the Eagle of the Fall, and in-
deed he resembled a sort of raptor. He was tall and wiry, his bony face

marked with multiple scars that stood out white against his olive skin.
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Cassandra Clare

Cas nodded and made a show of tucking the glass bauble into a

vest pocket. Clearly he did not think Kel would be gone more than
a few minutes. Kel didnt think so, either-though he was begin-
ning to wonder. The way Sister Bonafilia steered him hastily across

the garden didnt sit right. Nor did the way the Legate examined
him once he got closer, bending down to peer at Kel as if he were

seeking the answer to a mystery. He even tilted Kel's face up by the

chin to more closely examine him, from his black, curling hair to his

blue eyes to his stubborn chin.
He frowned. "The boy is grubby."

"He's been plalng in the dirt," said Sister Bonafilia. Kel wondered

why adults seemed to enjoy exchanging observations about things that
were obvious. "Which he does often. He likes beingmuddy."

Kel felt the first stirrings of alarm. He wasnt dirtier than any of
the other boys; why was Sister Bonafilia looking and speaking so

oddly? He kept his mouth shut, though, as they departed the gar-

den, the Legate marching ahead, Bonafilia piloting Kel through the
old fortress at speed. She was muttering under her breath. Aigun,

yoa who circle the eat tb witb uaters, ztbo hold luay laer xuift-traaeling
sbips, grant antl yzar daughter the safety of ber charge.

She was praying, Kel realized, and felt that alarm again, sharper
this time.

fu they reached the front hall, he saw with surprise that the
front doors were open. Through them, as lf framed in a portrait
square, he could see the sun sin-king rapidly into the ocean. The sky

cast a hot glow over the tin-blue water. At the horizon he could see

the towers of drowned lmdaris, tinted the color of wine.
The scene distracted him, and Kel lost a bit of time, as some-

times happened when he looked at beautiful things. When he was

aware again, he found that he was standing among the craggy rocls
outside the Orfelinat, fanked by Sister Bonafilia on one side and

Jolivet on the otheq his red-and-gold uniform glowing like the van-
ishing sunset.

There was also a horse. Kel stared at it in horror. He had seen
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10 Cassandra Clare

After that, their departure from the Orfelinat was precipitous. Jo-
livet muttered darkly-some of the sick had gotten on his boots-
but Kel felt too miserable and ill to care. There was a great deal of
swaying, and of Kel being certain that every time the horse moved

its head it was planning to bite him. He remained in this state of
high alert as they passed down the cliffs to the Key, the road that ran

along the docks, againstwhich lapped the darkwaters of the harbor.

Kel was convinced that he would never, at any point, develop an

affection for the horse he was sitting on. Still, the view from its back

was impressive as they cut through the city. He had spent plenty of
time lookingap atthe crowds thronging the city streets, but for the

first time now he looked down atthem. All of them-rich merchants'

sons in gaudy fashions, innkeepers and dockworkers trudging home

from work, sailors from Hans e andZipangu, merchants from Mara-
kand and Geumjoseon-made way forJolivet as he passed.

It really was rather thrilling. Kel began to sit up straighter as

they turned up the wide boulevard of the Ruta Magna, which ran

from the mouth of the harbor to the Narrow Pass, slicing through
the mountains that separated Castellane from its neighbor-kingdom

of Sarthe. He had nearly forgotten he had ever felt sick, and his

excitement only grew as they neared the Great Hill that loomed

over the city.

Clitrs and hills ringed the port city, and Castellane huddled in
the bottom of the valley like a hedgehog reluctant to poke its nose

out of the safety of its lair. But it was not a city in hiding. It
sprawled-and how it sprawled-from the western seas to the Nar-
row Pass, every bit of it crowded and noisy and dirty and shouting

and firllof life.

Like most citizens of Castellane, Kel had lived his life in the

shadow of the Great Hill but had never expected to set foot upon it,
much less make his way to the top, where the Palace of Marivent
stood. The Hill-really a range of low limestone peaks covered

with a tangle of scrub pine and lavender-was where the nobility
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